
Background Information:

C.S. Lewis was born in Ireland and when he was a child he would spend hours making up
stories and fantasy worlds. He lost his mom at 10 years old and it greatly affected him. He
fought in WWI and received a degree in Oxford in Literature and Philosophy. During WWII, C.S.
Lewis did several broadcasts for the BBC, which later became his work Mere Christianity.

In the 1930s-1940s, C.S. Lewis was part of the literary group Inklings. One member, J.R.R.
Tolkien, became a very good friend of C.S. Lewis, although the two had a disagreement over
ideas in their work and it ended their friendship. C.S. Lewis was raised as a Christian when he
was young, but hadn’t really continued in his faith when he was older. It was during the
meetings of the Inkling that he reaffirmed his Christian faith and wrote Out of a Silent Planet.

Lucy, who the book is inscribed to, was the adopted daughter of friends who were atheists. Lucy
was C.S. Lewis’ goddaughter and The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe was a way to teach
her about Jesus and God, without being too religious that her parents wouldn’t allow her to read
it. By the time The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe was published, Prince Caspian, The
Voyage of the Dawn Treader, and The Silver Chair all completed.

Discussion Questions:

Why do you think the White Witch asks Edmund if he is a son of Adam when he says he is a
boy?

What do you think of Edmund’s first reaction to the Witch?

What do you notice about Edmund’s behavior from before drinking and eating with the witch and
after consuming her food?

“When he had first got on to the sledge he had been afraid that she might drive away with him to
some unknown place from which he would not be able to get back, but he had forgotten about
that fear now.” Why is he no longer afraid of the Witch? Discuss how this relates to sin.

Why do you think the idea of being a Prince appeals to Edmund? Do you think the promise of
being a prince or princess would be a strong temptation for you?

“And, by the way," said the Queen, "you needn't tell them about me. It would be fun to keep it a
secret between us two, wouldn't it? Make it a surprise for them.” Discuss this quote. Why do you
think the Witch wanted Edmund to keep her a secret? Has there ever been something you did in
secret that turned out well? Or did it turn out poorly?

“…said Lucy who was too happy and excited to notice how snappishly Edmund spoke or how
flushed and strange his face was.” Often C.S. Lewis will describe people under enchantment or
bewitched as having their faces look strange or silly. Have you ever known someone who was



doing something they shouldn’t be, something they knew was wrong? How did it reflect in their
manner or behavior?

“Edmund was already feeling uncomfortable from having eaten too many sweets, and when he
heard that the Lady he had made friends with was a dangerous witch he felt even more
uncomfortable. But he still wanted to taste that Turkish Delight again more than he wanted
anything else.” We know that the temptation of the Turkish Delight is due partly to Edmund not
being able to have candy with WWII rationing and that this Turkish Delight was enchanted. But
what would be a temptation for you? Would it be a certain job? Fame? Money?

"Oh, yes, Lucy and I have been playing—pretending that all her story about a country in the
wardrobe is true. Just for fun, of course. There's nothing there really." Why do you think Edmund
lies about being in Narnia? How do you think he expects to get his family in to see the White
Witch? Or now that he is in his world, do you think he has no intention of going back?

What do you think of the Professor’s reaction to Peter and Susan’s thoughts about Lucy and her
Narnian world?

When all the Pevensies arrive in Narnia the first thing Peter does is apologize to Lucy. Why do
you think he makes sure to do that right away? Why do you think Susan and Edmund don’t?

“We can pretend we are Arctic explorers," said Lucy. This is going to be exciting enough without
any pretending," said Peter…” Why do you think Lucy, who has just entered a magical world,
wants to pretend to be something so ordinary?

“Everyone stopped; everyone stared at him. Peter whistled. So you really were here," he said,
"that time Lu said she'd met you in here—and you made out she was telling lies."There was a
dead silence. "Well, of all the poisonous little beasts—" said Peter and shrugged his shoulders
and said no more. There seemed, indeed, no more to say and presently the four resumed their
journey; but Edmund was saying to himself, "I'll pay you all out for this, you pack of stuck-up,
self-satisfied prigs." What do you think of Peter’s reaction when discovering that Edmund lied to
them? Do you think he should have been more angry? Do you think he had the right response?
Why do you think Edmund is so angry after?

“"I—I wonder if there's any point in going on," said Susan. "I mean, it doesn't seem particularly
safe here and it looks as if it won't be much fun either. And it's getting colder every minute, and
we've brought nothing to eat. What about just going home?" Susan doesn’t really want to stay in
Narnia. She also cares more about comfort than the others do. Why do you think that is? How
does this attitude affect her decisions throughout the book?

Some Quotes I Love:
● "Why not now?" said Edmund. His face had become very red and his mouth and fingers

were sticky. He did not look either clever or handsome whatever the Queen might say.”



● “You can't always believe what Fauns say," said Edmund, trying to sound as if he knew
far more about them than Lucy. "Who said so?" asked Lucy. "Everyone knows it," said
Edmund, "ask anybody you like.”

● “My dear young lady," said the Professor, suddenly looking up with a very sharp
expression at both of them, "there is one plan which no one has yet suggested and
which is well worth trying." "What's that?" said Susan. "We might all try minding our own
business," said he. And that was the end of that conversation.”

● “A few mornings later Peter and Edmund were looking at the suit of armour and
wondering if they could take it to bits…”

● "Sharp's the word," said Peter…”
● “Peter held the door closed but did not shut it; for, of course, he remembered, as every

sensible person does, that you should never never shut yourself up in a wardrobe.”


