
Discussion Questions:

Why do you think a beaver was chosen to be the one to greet them over any other animal? Do
you think Beavers symbolize anything?

“Let's go home," said Susan….Shan't we have to risk it?" said Susan. "I mean, it's no good just
standing here and I feel I want some dinner." Again we see that Susan doesn’t really want to
stay in Narnia, is easily discouraged, and thinks of comfort only. Why do you think that is? How
does this attitude affect her decisions throughout the book?

“Are you the Sons of Adam and the Daughters of Eve?" it [Mr. Beaver] said. We're some of
them," said Peter.” When Lucy and Edmund were asked the same thing by Mr. Tumnus and the
White Witch, they were a bit confused; however Peter isn’t and answers right away. Why do you
think he knows what that means? Do you think he has had more religious instruction than his
siblings? Or do you think he might have learned something in school?

“They say Aslan is on the move—perhaps has already landed.’ And now a very curious thing
happened. None of the children knew who Aslan was any more than you do; but the moment
the Beaver had spoken these words everyone felt quite different.” Discuss this quote.

“At the name of Aslan each one of the children felt something jump in his inside. Edmund felt a
sensation of mysterious horror. Peter felt suddenly brave and adventurous. Susan felt as if
some delicious smell or some delightful strain of music had just floated by her. And Lucy got the
feeling you have when you wake up in the morning and realise that it is the beginning of the
holidays or the beginning of summer.” Discuss why each might feel that way at the sound of
Aslan’s voice. How do these feelings reflect their character and spiritual journey?

While at the beavers, Peter helps Mr. Beaver while the girls help Mrs. Beaver prepare the rest of
dinner. Why do you think Edmund didn’t go help as well? Do you think he was just sitting
around? Do you think this is how he typically is or part of the enchantment from the White
Witch?

“And there were hams and strings of onions hanging from the roof and against the walls were
gum boots and oilskins and hatchets and pairs of shears and spades and trowels and things for
carrying mortar in and fishing rods and fishing nets and sacks.” We see here that the Beavers
are much different from Mr. Tumnus. They do not have books and paintings, yet they seem to
know more about the prophecy and Aslan than Mr. Tumnus did. Why do you think that is?

“Couldn't we have some stratagem?" said Peter. "I mean couldn't we dress up as something, or
pretend to be—oh, pedlars or anything—or watch till she was gone out—or—oh, hang it all,
there must be some way. This Faun saved my sister at his own risk, Mr. Beaver. We can't just
leave him to be—to be—to have that done to him." What do you think about Peter’s idea? How



does this reflect his character? Do you think Narnia even has peddlers that would make this a
possible plan?

“It's no good, Son of Adam," said Mr. Beaver, "no good your trying, of all people. But now that
Aslan is on the move—…It is he, not you, that will save Mr. Tumnus."" Discuss this quote. How
does this reflect our own spiritual journey and relationship with God?

What do you think of the prophecy? How do you think it reflects Jesus?

“Safe?" said Mr. Beaver. "Don't you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything about
safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you." Discuss this quote. What do
you think “safe” means? Discuss how this relates to God and Jesus.

“So things must be drawing near their end now he's come and you've come. We've heard of
Aslan coming into these parts before—long ago, nobody can say when. But there's never been
any of your race here before." We know that C.S. Lewis wrote The Magician’s Nephew years
after this so there are a few things that don’t quite sync up; but what do you think happened to
the Cabbie, his wife, and all his children who remained in Narnia? Why do you think the Beaver
knows the prophecies but not of the previous sons and daughters of Adam and Eve?

"That's what I don't understand, Mr. Beaver," said Peter, "I mean isn't the Witch herself human?"
"She'd like us to believe it," said Mr. Beaver, "and it's on that that she bases her claim to be
Queen. But she's no Daughter of Eve. She comes of your father Adam's—" (here Mr. Beaver
bowed) "your father Adam's first wife, her they called Lilith. And she was one of the Jinn. That's
what she comes from on one side. And on the other she comes of the giants. No, no, there isn't
a drop of real Human blood in the Witch." Why do you think C.S. Lewis chose to include this in
his book? Do you think children would understand this concept?

In the Bible four represents completion, door, creation, and dominion/authority. How does this
reflect with the Pevensie and the prophecy?

“He's gone to her, to the White Witch. He has betrayed us all.’ ‘Oh surely—oh really!" said
Susan, "he can't have done that.’ ‘Can't he?" said Mr. Beaver looking very hard at the three
children, and everything they wanted to say died on their lips for each felt suddenly quite certain
inside that this was exactly what Edmund had done.” Why do you think they knew that was what
he had done? What made them so readily agree with Mr. Beaver?

“And did he [Edmund] tell you what he'd done or who he'd met?’ ‘Well, no, he didn't," said
Peter…Then mark my words," said Mr. Beaver, "he has already met the White Witch and joined
her side, and been told where she lives. I didn't like to mention it before (he being your brother
and all) but the moment I set eyes on that brother of yours I said to myself 'Treacherous.' He
had the look of one who has been with the Witch and eaten her food." Both Peter and Mr.
Beaver felt something wasn’t quite right about Edmund but didn't question him or speak up



about it. Why do you think that is? Has there ever been a time when you were “spirit lead” but
didn’t speak up? Why didn’t you?

At the end of Chapter VIII we see that Mr. & Mrs. Beaver work very well as a team. Do you have
a spiritual partner (not necessarily romantic) to work alongside and help you when things get
tough?

“And he had heard the conversation and hadn't enjoyed it much either, because he kept on
thinking that the others were taking no notice of him and trying to give him the cold shoulder.
They weren't, but he imagined it.” Discuss Edmund’s attitude. Why is thinking like this so
dangerous to us as Christians? What are ways we can stop this type of thinking?

“You mustn't think that even now Edmund was quite so bad that he actually wanted his brother
and sisters to be turned into stone. He did want Turkish Delight and to be a Prince (and later a
King) and to pay Peter out for calling him a beast. As for what the Witch would do with the
others, he didn't want her to be particularly nice to them—certainly not to put them on the same
level as himself—but he managed to believe, or to pretend he believed, that she wouldn't do
anything very bad to them.” Discuss this quote and Edmund’s attitude. Have you ever been in a
situation when you were doing something you knew was bad and convinced yourself it was
fine? Why did you do that?

“The first thing he realised when he got outside and found the snow falling all around him, was
that he had left his coat behind in the Beavers' house. And of course there was no chance of
going back to get it now. The next thing he realised was that the daylight was almost gone, for it
had been nearly three o'clock when they sat down to dinner and the winter days were short. He
hadn't reckoned on this; but he had to make the best of it.” Edmund is reacting emotionally
instead of logically. Why is reacting with our emotions not good for our Christian walk? What
does the Bible say about it?

“What laws he would make against beavers and dams and was putting the finishing touches to
some schemes for keeping Peter in his place, when the weather changed…And every time this
happened he thought more and more how he hated Peter—just as if all this had been Peter's
fault.” Why do you think Edmund is so angry with the Beavers and Peter?

“Edmund began to be afraid of the house. But it was too late to think of turning back now.” Why
do you think Edmund grows afraid when he sees the Witch’s house?

Some Quotes I Love:
● "I know what it is," said Peter, "it's a beaver. I saw the tail."
● “Just below them a dam had been built across this river; and when they saw it everyone

suddenly remembered that of course beavers are always making dams and felt quite
sure that Mr. Beaver had made this one.”

● “So you've come at last!" she said, holding out both her wrinkled old paws. "At last! To
think that ever I should live to see this day!”



● “Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes in sight, At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be
no more, When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death And when he shakes his
mane, we shall have spring again.”

● "True enough, Mrs. Beaver," replied he, "there may be two views about Humans
(meaning no offence to the present company). But there's no two views about things that
look like Humans and aren't."

● “But in general, take my advice, when you meet anything that's going to be Human and
isn't yet, or used to be Human once and isn't now, or ought to be Human and isn't, you
keep your eyes on it and feel for your hatchet.”

● “He had eaten his share of the dinner, but he hadn't really enjoyed it because he was
thinking all the time about Turkish Delight—and there's nothing that spoils the taste of
good ordinary food half so much as the memory of bad magic food.”

● “When I'm King of Narnia the first thing I shall do will be to make some decent roads."
And of course that set him off thinking about being a King and all the other things he
would do and this cheered him up a good deal.”

● “…Fenris Ulf, the Chief of the Witch's Secret Police, came bounding back and said,
"Come in! Come in! Fortunate favourite of the Queen—or else not so fortunate."


